
As the school year begins and we look to kickoff another great season of soccer, I 

wanted to welcome all the new and returning families and thank you for being a part of 

Newtown Soccer Club. We have had a busy summer planning and preparing for the Fall 

season and have several exciting updates to share with you. Just a reminder that Board 

meetings will begin the week of Sept. 14th and it would be great to have as many 

parents, Managers and Coaches attend. A lot of great information is shared at the 

meeting and it is your opportunity to contribute, get involved and help continue to grow 

the Club. The Newtown Soccer Club website has the latest information so please check 

it often.  

 

Personnel Updates 

A belated welcome to Derek Bobowick who replaced Anthony Filiato in April as the 

Secretary for the Club. Derek and his wife Tricia have 2 children who have 

participated in our Recreation program and now play in the Travel program. Derek is 

an avid outdoorsman, races triathlons, and is a general sports enthusiast. He has 

coached both his kids in the Rec program. You can reach Derek at 

secretary@newtownsoccerclub.org. 

 

Carolyn Mandarano has replaced Maureen Trivers as VP of Finance. Carolyn has 

lived and worked in Newtown for almost 20 years. Her two boys started playing in the 

Rec program in first grade and now play in the Travel program. Carolyn is also the 

manager for the boys U13 blue team. You can reach Carolyn at 

finance@newtownsoccerclub.org. 

 

Eric Poupon has replaced Josh Drew as VP of Travel. Eric has lived in Newtown for 

13 years and has been involved with the soccer club for 9 of them as coach, and 

team manager for his three children, Chris, Ryan and Marykate and continues to be 

the team manager for one of the girls U11 teams. Eric manages technical 

implementations for a large healthcare company in Hartford. Although he never 

played soccer in school, Eric is passionate about ensuring the Newtown Soccer Club 

remains one of the best soccer programs in Connecticut. You can reach Eric at 

vptravel@newtownsoccerclub.org. 

 

Finally, I would like to say ‘THANK YOU’ to Tony Filiato, Maureen (Mo) Trivers, and 

Josh Drew for their time serving on the Newtown Soccer Club Board. Tony and Mo 

have been involved with the Club over the past 5 years serving in different positions 

and Josh served 1.5 years and helped transform the Memorial Day tournament. They 

have each selflessly contributed to get the Club to where it is today and it is up to the 

new Board to continue their work.  
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Below is an updated list of Board Members. This information can also be found on 

the NSC website. 

 
In addition to the new Board Members above, we have had several people step up 

and take on some functions that are critical to the continues success of our Rec and 

Travel programs. 

 

Melissa Eigen will help the club with marketing, branding and events coordination. 

One of her initial focus areas was on updating the uniforms for the 

Recreation program. Moving forward, uniforms will be provided to all age 

groups, by the Club through the generosity of our sponsors. Uniforms will 

represent different countries and all players will have the NSC logo/name, 

sponsor name, Country, and a number on them. We believe this will create 

a fun and competitive experience for the. In addition Melissa planned the 

Recreation program kick-off event held at the NYA on Thursday 9/3 which was a 

great success. You can reach Melissa at Ansmanm@gmail.com. 

 

 

Lorraine Stenzel and Jen DelPozo have worked tirelessly to get our sponsor program 

off the ground securing close to 30 sponsors to help offset the costs for the new REC 

uniforms. I cannot thank them both enough for the work they have put in and 

hopefully we can continue to grow our sponsorship program beyond uniforms. Here is 

an early preview of the new uniforms. 

 

 

Jon DelPozo will be our new Recreation Curriculum Coordinator. He will work closely 

with Keith Miller in refining the Rec curriculum that Keith created in concert with UKI. 

Jon will also be the single point of contact to UKI working with leadership and trainers 

to insure that the curriculum is being consistently applied at all age levels. This focus 

should improve player skills while creating a fun environment for the kids. 
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Recreation Program Update 

Thanks to the efforts of Keith Miller with support from the Coaches Advisory Board 

(CAB) committee and UKI, Keith has established a new Rec curriculum that will be 

implemented this Fall. Program changes include smaller roster sizes, UKI trainer 

presence at all U6 / U8 games and the introduction of trainers for specific activities at 

the U10 & U14 age level, something that has not been done in the past. We believe 

the smaller roster sizes will allow increased attention for each player and more 

touches on the ball, a critical component to player development. We are super 

excited about these changes and look forward to feedback from parents and 

volunteer coaches on the curriculum’s effectiveness. 

 

We also held our first ever (I think) Rec kick-off event on Thursday 9/3 from 6 – 9PM. 

All registered and any new players were invited to attend, to meet their coaches and 

have some fun before the season kicked off. It was a bigger success than any of us 

could have imagined. Visit our Facebook page for pictures from the event. 

 

 

Travel Program Update 

We will be fielding a total of 19 teams this Fall (10 boys and 9 girls teams). For the 

first time in a long time we will have more than one team at the older age groups, 

which is fantastic. We are also excited to welcome 5 new coaches this year including: 

Aaron Burrell (Boys U10 Gold and Girls U10 Gold) 

Andre Lindsay (Boys U9 Gold) 

Nick Booth (Boys U12 Gold) 

Peter D’Amico (Boys U9 Blue) 

Sterling Smith (GU12 Gold and Girls U13 Gold). 

 

Please take some time and visit our new Coaches Bio section on the NSC website to 

read up on the incredible coaching staff that has been assembled for the players. 

 

Wishing you all a successful and enjoyable season!!! 

 

John Premus 

President, Newtown Soccer Club 

(203) 228-0857 
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